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Missionaries Do Not Want Bible 
Competition 

The Bible Committee of Korea has sent 
a notable letter to the American Bible 
Society. The purpose of the letter was to 
ask the Society to retire from Korea where 
it has been competing with the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. The Bible Com- 
mittee of Korea comprised twenty-two 
missionaries representing seven missions at 
work in that country (American Presby- 
terian U.S. and U.S.A., Canadian Presby- 
terian, Australian Presbyterian, Anglican, 
Methodist Episcopal, and Methodist Epis- 
copal South). The missionaries do not, of 
course, think that too many Bibles can be 
distributed in Korea, but they do complain 
of a rivalry which permits two men to 
spend time in a single locality, each ignorant 
of what the other is doing, while broad, 
unoccupied territories are not covered at all. 
One organization at the same amount of 
expense could do a work very much more 
extensive and very much more thorough. 
The proposition of the Bible Committee to 
the American society is, therefore, not that 
it shall cease to send Bibles to Korea, but 
that it shall permit the British society, 
which has a well-established agency working 
from its own building, to distribute Bibles 
from America as well as those printed in 
Great Britain. 

The Japanese Version of the New 
Testament 

An interesting account of the Japanese 
translation of the New Testament and of a 
revision which it is now undergoing appears 
in the Mission News over the name of Dr. 
W. Leonard. The version of the New 
Testament which has long been in use in 
Japan was the result of a convention of 
missionaries held at Yokohama in 1872, and 



was the work of three men: Dr. Hepburn 
(Presbyterian), Dr. S. R.Brown (Reformed), 
and Dr. Greene (Baptist). These men were 
appreciably aided by Japanese scholars. 
The work seems to have been begun in 
earnest in 1875, an d the completed Japanese 
version of the New Testament was published 
in 1880. The version made by these 
scholars is recognized as a fine piece of 
work. However, in 19 10 a committee of 
eight was appointed to undertake the task 
of revising this first Japanese version. Dr. 
Harrington, of this country, was a member 
of the committee. Dr. Leonard hopes that 
the committee will have its work completed 
early this autumn. 

As to the character of the work, strictly 
speaking, it is not a "revision," but a new 
translation made directly from the Greek. 
And yet it is in the same general style as 
the old, and the changes are mostly in 
details. The new version is based on 
Nestle's text, and its publication is delayed 
until all is completed, in order that it may 
be as uniform as possible. The members of 
the committee are hopeful that their new 
translation of the New Testament into 
Japanese will be sufficiently satisfactory 
for many years. 

The "Missionary Review" tinder 
New Management 

We are interested to receive an announce- 
ment that the Missionary Review is about to 
pass under a new management. The former 
publications have been appreciated in many 
particulars and have been frequently cited 
in this journal. The Missionary Review 
was founded thirty-eight years ago, and 
from the death of Dr. Sherwood in 1800 
was edited by Dr. A. T. Pierson, until his 
death in 191 1, and more recently by his 
son, Mr. D. L. Pierson. Beginning with 
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the October number, 1016, the journal 
passes into the hands of the new Missionary 
Review Publishing Company of which Dr. 
Speer is president. We are informed that 
Mr. D. L. Pierson will continue in charge 
of the editorial management. 

Relief For Syria 

The Syrian Relief Committee in 
Boston has urgently appealed for contribu- 
tions to save the Syrian people from 
extinction. The committee makes its ap- 
peal under the auspices of the Federal 
Council of Churches of Christ in America. 
The State Department at Washington 
received word early in July that from 50,000 
to 80,000 Syrians already had perished, and 
that the entire Christian population was 
threatened with extermination. The 
reasons for the distress in Syria are that 
all draft animals were commandeered, crops 
were requisitioned, locusts devoured all 
vegetation, and there exists the blockade 
of the allies. There are three ways sug- 
gested by which people may aid in amelio- 
rating this situation: by contributing all one 
can; by signing a few letters introducing the 
committee to charitable friends; and or- 
ganizing an auxiliary committee along a 
plan which will be sent on request. We are 
informed that a person living in New York 
adds a dollar to every one that the com- 
mittee collects. This means that ten dol- 
lars contributed, plus the ten dollars from 
the New York "person," will keep a man 
living one year. 

Chinese Missions Reopened to the 
Necessity for Self-Support 

The China Inland Mission reports that 
the war in Europe has affected its work but 
little, and that there is almost unlimited 
opportunity for preaching the gospel. Mr. 



D. E. Haste, writing in the Chinese Recorder, 
thinks the war has impressed the distinction 
between the church and the world with 
fresh emphasis on the minds of the leading 
Christian Chinese, and, accordingly, there 
has been a healthy development of self- 
help and self-support on the part of Chinese 
churches in districts where foreign funds 
have been either cut off or restricted on 
account of the war. 

American Roman Catholics and 
Foreign Missions 

The Churchman for June 17 is authority 
for the statement that " for the first time in 
its history, the Roman Catholic Society for 
the Propagation of the Faith has published 
in an official report a reference to the work 
accomplished by the Protestant missionary 
societies." American contributions are 
singled out for specific mention because of 
the notable growth of financial support 
given to missions in America within the last 
century. Hitherto large supporters of the 
society have been Roman Catholics in 
France, Germany, and Austria. Now 
Roman Catholics of America are called upon 
to assume a burden previously divided among 
older Roman Catholic peoples. American 
Catholics gave last year some forty thousand 
dollars more than ever before, and made 
America's contribution more than a quarter 
of a million dollars. The arch-diocese of 
New York contributed $191,000, an amount 
almost equal to what France gives in normal 
times. A notable feature in the method by 
which the Roman Catholics conduct their 
missionary propaganda is that they collect 
one year the money they spend the next 
year. Probably this is the only missionary 
society in the world that is able to adopt 
this same plan. 



